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Does federal law require electronic prescribing?

Federal law requires that on or after January 1, 2021, every prescription for a covered Part D Schedule II, ITT, IV
or V controlled substance must be transmitted electronically unless a specific exemption applies.

What exceptions are there to the electronic prescribing requirement?

Practitioners do not have to electronically prescribe if:

o The practitioner and the dispenser are the same entity.

o The prescription cannot be transmitted electronically under the most recent version of the
National Council for Prescription Drugs Programs SCRIPT Standard,

o The practitioner has been issued a waiver due to economic hardship, technological
limitations not within the practitioner’s control or other demonstrated exceptional
circumstance.

o The practitioner reasonably determines that it is impractical for the patient to obtain an
electronically prescribed medicinal drug in a timely manner and the delay will adversely
impact the patient’s medical condition.

o The drug 1s prescribed under a research protocol.

o The prescription is for a drug that the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) requires
elements that may not be included in an electronic prescription.

» The prescription is issued to an individual in a nursing home or hospice care.

» The practitioner determines it is in the best interest of the patient, or the patient determines
it 1s 1n his or her own best interest, to compare prescription drug prices among area
pharmacies and the practitioner documents this determination in the medical record.



